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XXXIX Congress of the Polish Astronomical Society (PAS) took place on 9–12
September, 2019 in Olsztyn and this time the meeting was held at the Conference
and Training Center of the University of Warmia and Mazury in Olsztyn. The
organizers of the XXXIX PAS Congress were the University of Warmia and Mazury
(UWM), which 20th anniversary was celebrated in the year of the Congress and the
Polish Astronomical Society. On behalf of UWM, the organization was taken care
of by a group of the Space Radio-Diagnostics Research Centre that is part of the
Faculty of Geoengineering.
The formal establishment of the Polish Astronomical Society took place on February 19, 1923, at the Astronomical Congress in Toruń, although the idea of establishing a scientific organization gathering astronomers arose at the Scientific Congress
held in Warsaw in 1920. The opportunity to create the PAS was the celebration of
the 450th anniversary of the birth of Nicolaus Copernicus. In the interwar period,
the Society’s valuable achievement was obtaining funds for publishing a central scientific journal of Polish astronomers in 1927. The first Scientific Congress of Polish
Astronomers after World War II was held in 1948. in Wroclaw.
The conventions usually take place every two years in various astronomy-related
centers of Poland and are scientific conferences constituting a review of current
research conducted by Polish astronomers both in the country and in institutions
and foreign projects. In the history of conventions, Olsztyn has already hosted
astronomers three times, in 1965, 1977 and in 1999.
The honorary patronage over the XXXIX PAS Congress was taken by: Minister
of Science and Higher Education – Jaroslaw Gowin, represented during Congress
by v-ce Minister, prof. Wojciech Maksymowicz, the Rector of the University of
Warmia and Mazury – prof. Ryszard Górecki, the Warmian-Masurian Voivode –
Artur Chojecki, Marshal of the Warmian-Masurian Voivodship – dr Gustaw Marek
Brzezin, President of Olsztyn – dr Piotr Grzymowicz and Polish Space Agency.
Media patronage was taken by: the journal and portal Urania – Postepy
Astronomii,
,
UWM-FM Radio, and Gazeta Olsztyńska journal. The Olsztyn Planetarium and
Astronomical Observatory was also partner in the organization of the Congress,
particularly the part connected to popularization of astronomy.
According to our expectations, the Congress was a great event for Polish astronomy. It accumulated 185 participants including astronomers from Poland and
abroad. This year, guests from abroad have been exceptionally numerous, as astronomical topics covered in Olsztyn require participation in international research
groups.
After the Opening of the Congress Ceremony, an inaugural lecture took place,
which was delivered by dr hab. Grzegorz Brona – Creotech Instruments S.A., former
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president of the Polish Space Agency. A full list of participants and guests is given
on the meeting website1 .
As part of the Congress, eight thematic sessions took place including one on
the history of astronomy and one on popularization and promotion of science. The
topics of the scientific session were: Astronomy and multi-messenger astrophysics,
Large instrumental projects, Planetary systems and astrobiology, Sun, stars and
interstellar medium, Accreting compact objects and their evolution, Galaxies and
their activity, and Cosmology and structure of the universe. During the conference,
the review of main research topics undertaken by the Polish research institutes and
international research groups was presented. Over 60 lectures were delivered and 68
posters were presented.
During the Congress prizes and honorary awards have been presented. The most
prestigious PAS prize is the Medal of Bohdan Paczyński that was established in
2011. The fourth laureate of the Paczyński Medal is the Polish astronomer prof.
Wojciech Dziembowski, one of the research leader in the theory of structure and
oscillation of stars with seismic sounding techniques as well as the investigation of
interior structure, rotation and magnetic field of the Sun. The medal was collected
by the son of the professor.
Two other awards were presented. Medal of Wlodzimierz Zonn for outstanding
achievements in popularization of astronomy was awarded to dr Jadwiga Biala, and
Jacek Drażkowski
for many years of service in promoting knowledge of the Cosmos.
,
The Award for Young Scientists was given to dr Radoslaw Poleski from The Ohio
State Unversity for the study of variable stars, precision astrometry, and microlensing
searches for extrasolar planets throughout the Milky Way.
During the meeting, the General Assembly of the Members, which is the highest
authority of the Society, was held. The General Assembly was chaired by the president of PAS, prof. Marek Sarna from the Nicolaus Copernicus Astronomical Center
of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw. During the Assembly, many subjects
important for the Society were raised and discussed.
The XXXIX Congress was the second, where a very big role was put on the matter
of popularizing science. PAS invited many astronomers as well as a few other people
interested in popularization of science, to give lectures during the special session
which took place on Sep. 12th and share the achievements and work methods. During
the Congress the premiere of the new show in the planetarium took place as well as
the live presentation for participant.
All scheduled tasks were completed as planned. The special talk was given by
prof. Heino Falcke from Radboud University Nijmegen, who gave a special seminar
on the fist image of black hole M87 with Event Horizon Telescope.
The opening ceremony, the inaugural lecture and the popularization session were
broadcast on the Internet courtesy of TV Kortowo. However, the Congress of PAS
are not only lectures. A number of attractions have been planned by LOC, which
were used by the participants of the Congress. Visiting the Old Town of Olsztyn and
the Castle of the Warmian Chapter, trip to Frombork and the gala conference dinner
were on the list of additional attractions. A local ceremony took also place during the
Congress. In the Copernicus Hall of the Olsztyn Castle Astronomy popularizators
from Warmia and Mazury Region received congratulatory letter. Edith and Andrzej
Pilscy from Frombork have been honored by Marshal of the Warmian-Masurian
1 https://www.pta.edu.pl/zjazd39/
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Voivodship. Pawel Sobotko and dr Leszek Blaszkiewicz received a diploma from the
Rector of UWM.
We are grateful to the Scientific Organizing Committee, chaired by the president
of PAS, prof. Marek Sarna and Prof. Andrzej Krankowski for putting together an exciting program and to the Local Organizing Committee for making the organization
smooth. The XXXIX PAS Congress obtained strong support from the Polish Ministry of Science and Higher Education through the Dissemination of Science grant
No. 779/P-DUN/2019, and from the University of Warmia and Mazury in Olsztyn.
The organizers also received some support from the Warmia and Mazury Marshal’s
Office and the President of Olsztyn.
The organizers would also like to thank all the speakers and students – it was
your presence and enthusiasm which made this biggest meeting of professional astronomers in Poland a unique and memorable event. In this volume we present the
papers written by some of the lecturers of the Congress. We hope these papers will
become a valuable scientific reference for all the readers.
Thank all of you for coming to Olsztyn and see you in Szczecin in two years!

SOC chairmens and guests of honor of XXXIX PAS Congress. From left: the
Warmian-Masurian Voivode – Artur Chojeck, V-ce Minister of Minister of Science
and Higher Education – prof. Wojciech Maksymowicz, Chairmans of SOC: prof.
Marek Sarna and prof. Andrzej Krankowski, president of Olsztyn – dr Piotr Grzymowicz, Marschal of Warmia and Mazury Region – dr Gustaw Marek Brzezin and
V-ce Rector of UWM - prof. Jaroslaw Jaroszewski. Photo by J. Pajak.
,
pta.edu.pl/proc/v10p11

PTA Proceedings ? Oct, 2020 ? vol. 10 ? 13

Andrzej Krankowski, et al.

Heino Falcke during his lecture on the famous first image of the black hole. Photo
by Alosza Pamiatnykh.

During the conference dinner. Photo by Alosza Pamiatnykh.
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Medal ceremony during the opening of the Meeting. (a) Prsentation of the Bohdan Paczyński medal by the President of PAS, prof. Marek Sarna. (b) Stefan
Dziembowski receives the Bohdan Paczyński Medal on behalf of his father, Wojciech
Dziembowski. (c) Prsentation of the Wlodzimierz Zonn Medal for the popularization
of knowledge about the Universe. (d, e) Dr Jadwiga Biala and Jacek Drażkowski
,
receive the Wlodzimierz Zonn Medal. The Medal is presented by the President and
vice-president of the PAS, prof. Maciej Mikolajewski. (f) Dr Radoslaw Poleski receives the Young Scientist Award. The Award is presented by the president of PAS
and the chair of the jury, prof. Andrzej Pigulski. Photos by Alosza Pamiatnykh.
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Participants of the XXXIX Congress of the Polish Astronomical Society. Photo by J. Pajak.
,
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